
Villa Giardino
Palm Beach, Florida

Villa Giardino, located on the Island of  Palm Beach, is the finest example of  Venetian architecture.  

The original building, created by the world famous architect Marion Sims Wyeth, was designed and 

built in 1931.  Along with Addison Mizner, Wyeth's name is synonymous with extraordinary 

mansions created on the island of  Palm Beach in the late '20's and early '30's for societies most 

recognizable families.

Villa Giardino was designed with the european Venetian Villas in mind. It was created after the 

palazzo's in Venice Italy.  The word "palazzo" actually translates into meaning a little palace in the 

heart of  town, and that is exactly what Villa Giardino represents.  "Giardino" means "gardens" and 

this Villa boast gardens as beautiful as any gardens in Palm Beach.  The garden created for the Villa 

features stately slim cypress trees reminiscent of  the grand gardens of  European aristocracy.

The original palazzo was actually built in Venice and brought overseas to America by boat.  The 

lady of  the manor was extraordinarily well to do, and had the palazzo built in three sections.  The 

main house sat in the middle of  the grounds facing the spectacular gardens as it does to this day.  

The second structure was a true Japanese Tea House, exquisitely fashioned after the Tea Houses in 

Asia.  The third structure was a building that lodged an actual Gondola from Venice.  It was of  full 

size and came across the ocean on a barge, taking several months to travel.  Today the Tea House 

and the Gondola no longer exist but the main house still boast of  breathtaking walls, made by the 

hands of  French artisans that came from Marie Antoinette's palace in France.  Marjorie 

Merriweather Post of  the famed Mar-a-Lago and the owner of  Villa Giardino were in a bidding war 

over the magnificent walls and the owner of  Villa Giardino out bid Marjorie. The walls are still 

spectacular and are placed in a circular pattern the living room and in master bedroom of  the Villa.  

They are simply breathtaking.

A symmetrical structure, Villa Giardino’s north façade faces Peruvian Avenue directly across from 

the Via Mizner.  The functional façade features three centrally located arches supported by glorious 

Corinthian columns.  The second story features trefoil doors leading onto cast stone terraces and two 

trefoil windows overlooking the gardens. Walls were erected and placed around the entire property to 

contain the elaborate formal gardens just as they are in Italy. The entrance to the garden is through a 

Richardsonian brick archway supported by regal Corinthian columns. 

A unique and stunning structure on the Island of  Palm Beach, Villa Giardino belongs to the family 

of  Mediterranean Revival architecture.  This mansion recalls the architecture of  the Palazzo’s along 

the romantic Grand Canal of  Venice Italy.


